an intensive care unit: less incidence of Acinetobacter spp. and improved susceptibility of Pseudomonas aeruginosa provides specific examples of the impact of restricting antimicrobial drug use on the resistance profiles of pathogens typical to these settings.
In hospitals, the use of broadspectrum antimicrobials creates environ mental pressure for the selection of resistant strains. By studying the ecology of resistant strains in hospitals, we can learn more about the situation and be better able to provide appropriate empirical treatment of hospital infections. In this con text, for example, the prevalence of methicillinresistant Staphylococcus aureus is the focus of the multicenter study presented in Frecuencia de portadores nasales de Staphylococcus aureus resistente a meticilina en personal de salud de hospitales de Nicaragua, whose findings point to the need for measures to prevent this pathogen's spread.
Multidrugresistant tuberculosis, and the risk of extremely drugresistant tuberculosis, is a topic that should not be left out of this special issue. Thus, Vigilancia de la resistencia a los fármacos antituberculosos en Cuba, 2000 Cuba, -2009 , offers an analysis of the prevalence of resistance during that decade and describes the progress made.
Public health surveillance of antimicrobial resistance is currently a major global challenge. The Region of the Americas is unique in having the Latin American Network for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (RELAVRA), whose solid horizontal cooperation among the network's participating countries is based on structured and standardized operating principles. The results of the RELAVRA external quality program, presented in Capacidad de los laboratorios nacionales de referencia en Latinoamérica para detectar mecanismos de resistencia emergentes, were also evidenced in the recent outbreak of NDM carbapenemaseproducing Klebsiella pneumoniae in Guatemala, detected in November 2011. RELAVRA is but tressed by the development of national capacity for resistance monitoring; a descriptive documented example of this process can be found in Tendencias de los fenotipos de resistencia bacteriana en hospitales públicos y privados de alta complejidad de Colombia.
The treatment and control of viral diseases are also being threatened by the development of resistance. From influenza viruses (Virological surveillance and antiviral resistance of human influenza virus in Argentina, 2005 Argentina, -2008 With this special issue of the Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health we hope to share with our readers the experience and evidence obtained in the Region in recent years, from different angles (micro biology, antibiotic use, hospital infections, food security, public health surveil lance). In this way, the Journal seeks to contribute to the development of increas ingly effective interventions for the containment of antimicrobial resistance.
